
Everglades Dilemmas 

Have you ever been in a dilemma before? To work through it, you have to consider all of 
your options and determine the outcome of each option. The same goes for Everglades 
dilemmas.  

Directions: In this activity, students will be presented with different "water dilemmas" 
affecting the Everglades. Teams will analyze the different scenarios, select which action 
they would take related to the dilemmas, and justify their reasonings. After each group 
selects the best option to solve their dilemma, students will share with the class their 
decision making process and why they chose that option.  

Download the Everglades Dilemmas Powerpoint for background information. Then use 
the dilemma cards (attached below) to complete the assignment.  

For the assessment:  Have students write an explanatory essay that describes two 
different dilemmas they might face daily and discuss how the decisions they make 
impact natural resources and habitats. Consider ways that human decisions affect the 
health of the Everglades, including how the management of water resources have to be 
made daily and how these decisions impact the health of the Everglades, including how 
the management of water resources can create dilemmas. Essays should reflect ideas, 
concepts, and information gleaned from the dilemmas discussed in class. 

Standards: SC.8.N.4.2, LAFS.8.W.1.2, LAFS.8.SL.1.1

Everglades Literacy Lesson Connection: 

Grade 8, Lesson 3-Everglades Dilemmas  
https://www.evergladesliteracy.org/eighth-grade 
-Students will be presented with different "water dilemmas" affecting the Everglades.
Teams will analyze the different scenarios, select which action they would take related to
the dilemmas, and justify their reasonings.
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Everglades Dilemmas Assessment Grading Rubric

EVERGLADES CURRICULUM Grade 8 - Lesson 3

Describe how different
social and economic

decisions impact
the Everglades

Shows several linkages 
between dilemmas and 

understanding of
 the impacts on  natural 
resources and habitats

Shows several linkages
 between dilemmas but 

does not connect to impacts 
of natural resources

 and habitats

Links and connections 
to impacts are not made. 

Some errors in sentence or 
word usage; AND/OR some

 errors in punctuation, 
capitalization or spelling.

Explain how decisions
made on a daily basis have

the potential to impact 
the Everglades

Shows several linkages 
between the human 

decisions and management 
of water resources

Shows several linkages 
between the human decisions 

but does not connect 
it to water management. 

Links are not made 

No errors in sentence or 
word usage; No 

errors in punctuation,
 capitalization or spelling.

Organization
Organization is inconsistent, 

incomplete, and/
or ineffective. 

It is difficult to understand 
how the piece is organized.

 Paragraphs and 
ideas do not flow. 

Distinct introduction, body, 
and conclusion. Smooth 

transitions between 
paragraphs and ideas. 

Criteria 2 1 0 Score

Mechanics & Usage

Multiple errors in sentence or 
word usage; AND/OR multiple

 errors in punctuation, 
capitalization or spelling.

TOTAL SCORE




